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The Libro Professor of Regional
Economic Development was
established in 2016 through the
generous donations from Libro
Credit Union, the Klosler family,

and the Roberts family. Together,

a $1 million gift was created to

serve as a catalyst for enhancing

regional economic development
iIn Southwestern Ontario.




Libro Professorship

» $1 million, 10 year
Initiative

» focused on regional
economic development

» teaching, research,
service, and
community
engagement
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Place Matters
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We just attended a wonderful event hosted
by @LibroHaldNor touching on growing
trends in the rural community! Guest speaker

@ryanfgibson was an excellent and very

informative presenter with deep rural roots!

Very interesting event- thanks for having us

@LibroHaldNor !
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“The past doesn’t dictate the future.”

» Breakfast discussion in Jarvis o= o ot

how to attract and welcome newcomers to

Great panel discussion this afternoon with rural communities.

. . . . @SenatorRobBlack @SenDianeGriffin @ryanfgibson and | #workforce #ecdev
» CO mmun Ity VIS ItS Tal P e rth CO un ty graduate students from @uofg at @Viemoriall in

» Contributions to research
initiatives

» Engagement with policy leaders

» Socio-economic impact
assessment of Gateway Centre of
Excellence in Rural Health
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University of Gudigh. For more seePage 3.




Libro Professor Outputs
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lHlustrative Research

 Rural Infrastructure and Regional Economic Development

« Regional Economic Development Comparison between Ontario
and Ireland

 Implications of Cannabis Legalization

« Evaluating the Sustainability of Nonprofit Organizations
* Role of Philanthropy and Wealth Mobility

« Evaluating Rural Policy

* Rural Immigration, Welcoming Communities, and Workforce
Development
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Graduate Student Research

» Beyond the Smart City: Accessing Open Data in Rural Ontario (Alex Petric)

. hocagl Tr)all Development along Rural Canada’s Share of the Great Trail (Timothy
unting

» The Opioid Epidemic and Rural, Remote, and Northern Ontario First Nation
Communities (Shannon Labelle)

» Understanding Rural: A Comparison of Academic, Political, and Lay Discourses
of Rural (Neil Stoop)

. Understandlnﬁ; the Dynamics of Rural Immigration: The Case of Perth County
(Mallory Smit

« Agrotourism Diversification in Ontario (Sarah Parish)
* Investiga tlng the Seasonal Agricultural Worker Program in Southern Ontario

(Louis Helps)
[N School of
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& Rural Development

* Place-Based Rural Innovation Systems (Ashleigh Weeden)
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Moving Forward

» opportunities to be engaged in current initiatives

» opportunities to suggest new initiatives

» opportunities to exchange knowledge
» Rural Symposium on February 5, 2020 in Guelph
» Webinars

» opportunities to build connections to the Ontario Agriculture
College and the University of Guelph
:zr\;:'zm:ental Design
& Rural Development
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contact

gibsonr@uoguelph.ca
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