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RURAL	  IN	  CANADA	  	  

§  Multiple definitions of rural 
       » Census rural  
       » Rural and Small Town Canada 
       » Census Metropolitan Areas 
       » Beale codes 
       » Forward Sortation Areas 

§  Distance and density are key characteristics  

§  Canada is a constitutional monarchy 
       » rural is a shared jurisdiction between federal and   
          provincial/territorial governments  
 
§  Long history of rural development policies, programs, 

and strategies in Canada 

 
 



RURAL	  IN	  CANADA	  	  



RURAL 
SECRETARIAT 



RURAL	  SECRETARIAT	  

§  Existed from 1996-2013 

§  Located in the Ministry of Agriculture and Agri-Food 
Canada  

§  Responsible for a series of programs  
      » Rural Dialogues and Workshops 
      » Rural Teams  
      » Rural Development Network  
      » Pilot Projects  
      » Community Information Database  
      » Rural Lens  



RURAL	  SECRETARIAT	  

§  Rural Secretariat discontinued in 2013 
       » inability to connect to new agricultural policy framework  
       » Austerity program pressures  
       » Movement towards centralized, smaller government 
 
§  Reactions 
      » viewed as a ‘retreat from rural’ 
      » National organizations outraged  
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RURAL	  LENS	  

§  Created in 1998 

§  Policy tool to review federal policies from 
the perspective of people living in rural 
regions 

§  Rural Secretariat was charged to lead the 
rural lens 

       » served as reviewers and as resource  
          for other depts 
       » 8 employees devoted to Rural Lens 
 
§  Rural Lens review was voluntary; limited 

evidence of depts applying the lens  



LESSONS 
LEARNED 
FROM THE 
CANADIAN 
EXPERIENCE 



§  Where the Rural Secretariat and the rural lens is 
‘housed’ matters 

§  Having a rural voice matters 

§  A rural lens without authority becomes a ‘suggested 
practice’ 

§  Seeing the rural lens in action 

§  Partnership with central statistical agency is 
imperative from the onset 

§  Ensure dialogue between different levels of 
government  



Building Vibrant Rural Futures �
2016 CRRF-RPLC Conference �
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North Atlantic Forum 2017  

▸ Traditions and transformations in the sustainability of 
rural communities: Balancing Living Culture and Nature 

▸ Bø, Norway  

▸ 13-17 September 2017 



QUESTIONS? 



Ryan Gibson, PhD 
School of Environmental Design and Rural 
Development, University of Guelph 
gibsonr@uoguelph.ca  

Heather Hall, PhD 
School of Environment, Enterprise, and 
Development, University of Waterloo 
h.hall@uwaterloo.ca  
 



ONLINE RESOURCES 

▸  Canadian Rural Revitalization Foundation – 
www.crrf.ca  

▸  State of Rural Canada – www.sorc.crrf.ca  

▸  Rural Policy Learning Commons – www.rplc-capr.ca  


